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Laura Rempel, BuzzFeed Originally Published: 11:35 AM PDT, 4/27/18
Updated on 5:04 AM PDT, 5/1/18 Any young man who’s ever cried
himself to sleep after reading about the dating world while sifting

through their TV remote has likely heard of Grindr, a mobile dating app
with over 50 million users. The app is a mix of basic swipe and chat

interfaces that have been mixed together to create a Google hangout for
adults looking for intimacy through one app. But the often-controversial
app is about more than just hook-ups. The app was launched in March
2011, with the stated mission of creating a safe space to chat about any
topic, including — you guessed it — sex. In fact, Grindr is so explicitly
an app for sex that it makes sense that high levels of men using the app
who identify as "incels" (involuntarily celibate) — a term for men who
feel so undesirable that they're unable to find sex — might seek out the
app as a platform to do so, according to previous research conducted by
Aisha Hakes, an assistant professor of political science at the University
of Toronto. BuzzFeed News was able to replicate these findings in a way
that can identify the men who are open about their incel-related opinions

on the app. We used the Grindr "secret" feature on the app to take a
snapshot of the men using the app who were posting about the incel

community or commenting on incel events, much like we would do to
snap a photo of anyone who posts a selfie.
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